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Abstract; The major advances in the study of Precambrian chronostratigraphy since the 3rd Stratigraphic
Congress of China held in 2000 are described in this paper. The major advances in six aspects are listed below:
(1) Abundant zircon SHRIMP and LA-ICPMS U-Pb data obtained in resent years indicate that BIFs and
related strata in the North China Craton mainly formed during the late Archean (2.55-2.50 Ga). (2) Some
geological bodies and strata (Kangding complex, Sichuan; Erguna group, in Xing’ an area) traditionally
regarded as of the early Precambrian have demonstrated that these complex and strata were mainly formed
during the Neoproterozoic time. (3) A lot of zircon U-Pb ages confirmed that khondalite series in the north
margin of the North China Craton mainly formed in the late Paleoproterozoic. (4) The base age of the
Changcheng group should be younger than 1670 Ma, probably close to 1650 Ma. (5) The geochronological
framework of the Mesoproterozoic strata has been revised by new isotopic ages. (6) Abundant new zircon ages
demonstrate that the strata (Banxi group etc. ) in South China block traditionally regarded as the Mesoproterozoic
were formed during the Neoproterozoic time. As the research progressed, a number of new problems arose. These
problems include that (1) whether there was an age gap between 2. 45-2. 30 Ga and that (2) where is the bottom
strata of the Changcheng system and that (3) the further perfection of the Qingbaikou system.
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Table 2 Zircon site dating data of khondalites in northern margin of North China Craton
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